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of their auditors, of woods and bowers, milk
white steeds and dapple greys, lily-white hands,
silver cups, the Northern Sea, London Bridge,
and the gallows. He heard from these mountain
singers The Golden Vanity, The Cherry Tree
Carol, Lord Randal, The Wife of Usher's Well,
Lady Isabel and the Elf Knight, and scores of
less well known ballads and songs, versions of
which the collectors have for years been pain-
fully picking up in Sussex, Somersetshire,
Yorkshire, and Cornwall. It is a strange
reflection that, had we left it a little later, we
might have had to go to America for old folk
music which had been totally lost on English
soil.

Mr. Sharp does not make it quite clear which
of his songs are hitherto altogether unrecorded ;
he includes several ballads not in Child's
collection, but Child may have deliberately
rejected them and they may have appeared
elsewhere. Remarkably, he got no %ritual
songs, songs associated with harvest home,
morris and sword dances, or the coming of
English spring and the primroses. His hundred
and twenty-two texts include only one carol
and few songs touching on religion. The
English rituals were not transplanted; the
festivals died out; the doctrines of the
mountaineers deprecated dancing; and the
spring of their new country was not the spring
of their old. They are strongest in ballads,
and in songs (like Shooting of His Dear) with
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